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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 10-14 and 17-21 are pending. Claims 10, 12, 13, and 18 have been 
amended in the response filed 9/21/07 entered as Response After Non-Final Action 
(Response After Informal or Non-Responsive Amendment). 

2. The objections to the specification have been overcome by Applicant's 
amendment to the specification in the response filed 6/15/07 and are hereby withdrawn. 

3. The claim objections to claims 10, 12, 13, and 18 have been overcome by 
Applicant's amendments in the response filed 6/15/07 and are hereby withdrawn. 

4. The 35 USC 112, second paragraph and 35 USC 101 rejections in the action of 
12/07/06 are hereby withdrawn in view of Applicant's convincing arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 10-14 and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by (US 5,465,206) Hilt et al, hereafter Hilt. 

Claim 10. Hilt discloses, A method for electronically initiating payment of an amount 
owed to a vendor from a customer computer system regardless of whether the vendor 
utilizes an electronic payment technology, the method comprising: 
generating and transmitting payment print data using any electronic accounting 
application at the customer computer system for payment of the amount owed to the 
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vendor, regardless of whether the vendor utilizes electronic payment technology (col. 4, 
lines 31-41); receiving the transmitted payment print data at a print data reader of the 
customer computer system, wherein the print data reader includes a check printing 
module and an electronic payment processing module (col. 4, line 49-col. 5, line 11); 
preprocessing the transmitted payment print data at the print data reader and 
determining at the print data reader that effectuating the payment to the vendor includes 
using an electronic payment file, wherein the preprocessing includes searching for data 
patterns in the transmitted payment print data (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 31); and 
effectuating the payment by performing the steps of: using the transmitted payment print 
data to selectively generate the electronic payment file at the electronic payment 
processing module (col. 7, lines 34-62); transmitting the electronic payment file from the 
electronic payment processing module of the customer computer system to a third-party 
electronic payment processing center for effectuating the payment of the amount owed 
to the vendor (col. 7, line 63-col. 8, line 12); and remitting, via the third-party electronic 
payment processing center, the amount to the vendor electronically where the vendor is 
capable of receiving electronic payment, and by physical delivery where the vendor is 
incapable of receiving electronic payment (col. 7, lines 34-62 and col. 8, line 64.-col. 9, 
line 8). 

Claim 1 1 . Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 1 0, wherein if the vendor is 
incapable of receiving electronic payment, the step for remitting, via the third-party 
electronic payment processing center, the amount to the vendor further comprises a 
step for printing, at the third-party electronic payment processing center, a negotiable 
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instrument in the amount owed to the vendor (col. 3, line 52-col. 4, line 6 (amount due, 

check (negotiable instrument) third party (customer's bank)). 

Claim 12. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 10, wherein if the vendor is 

capable of receiving electronic payment, the step for remitting, via the third-party 

electronic payment processing center, the amount to the vendor further comprises: 

generating an automated clearing house (ACH) file at the third-party electronic payment 

processing center from the electronic payment file; and using the ACH file to effectuate 

the payment of the amount owed to the vendor (col. 8, line 59-col. 9, line 53). 

Claim 13. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising: 

providing a financial account number of a financial institution that corresponds to 

the vendor for receiving the payment, wherein the financial institution is 

coupled to the third-party electronic payment processing center (col. 20, lines 36-67); 

and receiving the ACH file at the financial institution from the third-party electronic 

payment processing center (col. 8, line 64-col. 9, line 8 and fig. 3). 

Claim 14. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the electronic 

payment file comprises ait least one of the group consisting of remittance data, an 

invoice number, an invoice date, an invoice description, an invoice amount, a check 

date, a check number, a check amount, a payee name, and a payee address (col. 6, 

line 32-col. 7, line 62 and line 52-col. 8, line 8, and fig. 2). 

Claim17. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the electronic 

payment file is in an ASCII text data format (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 16 -machine 

readable format). 
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Claim 18. Hilt discloses, A method for using an electronic payment processing module 
coupled to any local electronic accounting application to effectuate payment of an 
invoice received from a vendor, regardless of whether the vendor or a financial 
institution of the vendor employs electronic data exchange for payment processing, the 
method comprising: providing a customer computer system having any electronic 
accounting application and the electronic payment processing module (col. 4, lines 31- 
41); generating and transmitting payment print data using the electronic accounting 
application at the customer computer system for payment of the invoice received from 
the vendor, regardless of whether the vendor utilizes electronic payment technology 
(col. 4, line49-col. 5, line 11); automatically receiving, at the electronic payment 
processing module, the transmitted payment print data from the electronic accounting 
application, wherein the electronic payment processing module is a print data reader 
and includes a check printing module and an electronic payment processing module 
(col. 4, line 31-col. 5, line 59); preprocessing the transmitted payment print data at the 
electronic payment processing module and automatically determining at the electronic 
payment processing module that effectuating the payment of the invoice to the vendor 
includes using an electronic payment file, wherein the preprocessing includes searching 
for data patterns in the transmitted payment print data (col. 5, line 60 -col. 6, line 31); 
and effectuating the payment by performing steps of. using the electronic print data to 
selectively generate an electronic payment file at the electronic payment processing 
module (col. 7, line 34-62); transmitting the electronic payment file to a third-party 
electronic payment processing system to effectuate the payment of the amount owed by 
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the customer to the vendor by one of (col. 7, line 63-col. 8, line 12):using an electronic 
payment technology to effectuate the payment when electronic payment exchange is 
utilized by at least one of (i) the vendor and (ii) the financial institution of the vendor (col. 
4, line 49-col. 5, line 59); and generating and providing a printed negotiable instrument 
on behalf of the user to effectuate the payment when electronic payment exchange is 
not utilized (col. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 14). 

Claim19. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 18, wherein the step for using an 
electronic payment technology to effectuate the payment when the electronic payment 
exchange is utilized by at least one of (i) the vendor and (ii) a financial institution of the 
vendor further comprises a step for generating an ACH file to automatically effectuate 
the payment (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 14). 
Claim 20. Hilt discloses, A method as recited in claim 18, wherein the electronic 
payment file comprises at least one of the group consisting of remittance data, an 
invoice number, an invoice date, an invoice description, an invoice amount, a check 
date, a check number, a check amount, a payee name, and a payee address (col. 6, 
line 32-col. 7, line 62 and line 52-col. 8, line 8, and fig. 2). 

Claim 21. A method as recited in claim 18, wherein the electronic payment file is in an 
ASCII text data format (col. 5, line 60-col. 6, line 16 -machine readable format). 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741. 
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The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
5:30AM-3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

December 26, 2007 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




